
Week 6 Term 2 Friday 2 June

Principal’s Message:

As week six comes to an end, I am fortunate enough to be attending an NZEI Conference for rural

school Principals. Having a great teaching team allows me to attend an event like this, confident that

school will hum while I’m away.

The theme of the conference is refresh, rethink, and reconnect. All three aspects have equal

importance, and not just for principals. The conference was kicked off by the amazing Dr. Hana

O’Regan who challenged us towhai whakaaro, to rethink and consider how we are designing equity

into our schools. Hana took us all to an uncomfortable place as she unpacked the current

educational narrative, but it is important that these conversations are held. This was followed by

Karen Tui Boyes who led with the idea that by 2030, 2 billion jobs would be gone from this planet.

She shared that futurists believe that 40% of 5 year olds currently in our schools will need to be

self-employed to have a job in the future. Again we were challenged to rethink how schools could

equip our learners to succeed in this environment. While initially this seems far fetched, we only

need to look at the dramatic surge in AI (artificial intelligence) over the last six months! Over the

latter part of this year, we will be gathering some whānau voice around what you think our Pukehou

School strategic direction should be and whether we need to rethink what we are doing.

Next week is HauoraWeek. While we have a continuous focus on this area, every term we take the

opportunity to refresh ourselves by placing an extra emphasis on hauora. Kickstart Breakfast

continues to be a nice way to start the day. I would love to be able to utilise our school community to

help out in this area, so if there are any whānau or community members that could spare half an

hour in the morning (even for one day), please contact either myself or Jacqui. I would like to thank

The Food Basket CHB for their generous donation, allowing us to provide more options for our

tamariki.



On a lighter note, I’m excited by the prospect of hosting our cross country event in a little under two

weeks! This year Otane will be joining us along with Poukawa which should make for a great day.

With all the training our tamariki have done as part of theMarathon in a Term, I can’t wait to see how

they’ll go running up in the hills behind school. We will need help and support on the day whether it

be out on the course or helping out the PWF, so stay tuned for more details.

As you are aware, our Year 8’s are completing the William Pike Challenge and this initiative is

supported by HealthCare+ ‘Grants for Good.’ Recently they wrote an article about the programme we

have been running. This can be found on the HealthCare+ ‘2022 Grantee Story blog. Last week the

WPC team joined with Takapau School to go orienteering and mountain biking at Gum Tree Park in

Waipukurau. It was the first time many of us had been to Gum Tree Park. If you haven’t been there,

do! There are some fantastic tracks for all skill levels. We had a blast although the rain and mud

definitely added to the challenge (and the enjoyment)! Our next event to tackle will be a trek to

Sunrise Hut in mid-August and I can’t wait!

Enjoy the long weekend, have fun, recharge and stay safe.

Rob Pratt

House Points: PUKEITI PUKENUI KAUHEHEI KAHURANAKI

Weeks 5 - 6 8,730 7,890 6,600 6,460

Term totals to date: 19,930 19,190 14,850 18,360

https://blog.healthcareplus.org.nz/hcp/pukehou-school





